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benefits into the ongoing program of 
the agency or organization at the end 
of Federal funding. 

(g) Quality of the management plan (15) 
points. In determining the quality of 
the management plan for the proposed 
project, the Secretary considers the 
following factors: 

(1) The adequacy of procedures for 
ensuring feedback and continuous im-
provement in the performance of pro-
gram participants in meeting the needs 
of the population they are to serve; 

(2) The adequacy of the management 
plan to achieve the objectives of the 
proposed project during the award pe-
riod, including clearly defined respon-
sibilities, timelines, and milestones for 
accomplishing project tasks; and 

(3) The extent to which the time 
commitments of the project director 
and other key personnel are appro-
priate and adequate to meet the objec-
tives of the proposed project. 

(h) Quality of the project evaluation 
(15) points. In determining the quality 
of the evaluation, the Secretary con-
siders the following factors: 

(1) The extent to which the methods 
of evaluation are thorough, feasible, 
and appropriate to the context within 
which the project operates and the ef-
fectiveness of project implementation 
strategies; 

(2) The extent to which the methods 
of evaluation will provide performance 
feedback on participants and permit 
periodic assessment of progress toward 
achieving the intended outcomes; and 

(3) The extent to which the methods 
of evaluation include the use of objec-
tive output measures that are directly 
related to the intended outcomes of the 
project and will produce both quan-
titative and qualitative data to the ex-
tent possible. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1810–0580) 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 7442) 

§ 263.7 What are the requirements for 
a leave of absence? 

(a) A participant shall submit a writ-
ten request for a leave of absence to 
the project director not less than 30 
days prior to withdrawal or completion 
of a grading period, unless an emer-
gency situation has occurred and the 

project director chooses to waive the 
prior notification requirement. 

(b) The project director may approve 
a leave of absence, for a period not 
longer than one academic year, pro-
vided a training participant has suc-
cessfully completed at least one aca-
demic year. 

(c) The project director permits a 
leave of absence only if the institution 
of higher education certifies that the 
training participant is eligible to re-
sume his or her course of study at the 
end of the leave of absence. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1810–0580) 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 7442) 

§ 263.8 What are the payback require-
ments? 

(a) Individuals receiving assistance 
under the Professional Development 
program are required to— 

(1) Sign an agreement, at the time of 
selection for training, to meet the pro-
visions of the payback requirement; 
and 

(2) Perform work related to the train-
ing received and that benefits Indian 
people; or 

(3) Repay all or a prorated part of the 
assistance received. 

(b) The period of time required for a 
work-related payback is equivalent to 
the total period of time for which 
training was actually received under 
the Professional Development pro-
gram. 

(c) The cash payback required shall 
be equivalent to the total amount of 
funds received and expended for train-
ing received under these programs and 
may be prorated based on any approved 
work-related service the participant 
performs. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1810–0580) 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 7442) 

§ 263.9 When does payback begin? 
(a) For all participants who complete 

their training under the Professional 
Development program, payback shall 
begin within six months from the date 
of completion of the training. 

(b) For participants who do not com-
plete their training under the Profes-
sional Development program, payback 
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